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Celebrating The Hundredth Episode Of
“Not A Drum Was Heard”

T'he Bargain
House Brownes

by Selvyn Walter

In this issue we celebrate the
ONE HUNDREDTH EPISODE OF
NOT A DRUM WAS HEARD. I
therefore wish to congratulate all my
readers and tell them how delighted [
have been that they have been able to
appreciate and endure what, I, in my
small way have been trying to do.

One Hundred Episodes

[ must confess that I myself
have been amazed that DRUM

HUNDRED. This could only have
been accomplished by the interest and
encouragement of a wide cross-sec-
tion of the community whe have told
me “...continue! don’t give up!”
However, perhaps the most encourag-
ing and heartening aspect of this
adventure has been the words of one
of my girlfriends. At the age of eighty
Elus or minus two or three years {she
as NEVER admitted to me when she
was born), she held both ef my hands
and said “I am praying for you. I
relive so many experiences. May Geod
give you the strength to endure”. She
told me that DRUMS has contained a
few errors “here and there” but that
they were not only “correctable” but
did not detract from the intrinsic
worth of DRUMS and the pleasure
that some people get from reading it.

has -
reached the mature age of ONE~

Druins - An Addiction

At 100, I recall the early days -
Winston Derrick, editer of the Daily
Observer said to me, “just write two
more and sce if you like it”. My reply
was to commit myself to writing “just
a few more”. One day, I woke up o
find myself addicted to producing
DRUMS. I have promised some of

_my very old friends to see if I could

possibly reach episode 125. I wish tu
promise my readers that I will
endeavour to continue to write with
the hope that my writing will not only:
fill a veid in the social ?ﬂstory of our
country, but also, this process will
bring pleasure, enjeyment and the
kind of faughter that may serve to
case the anguish of a torturing hour.

ﬁ |l The Bargain House Brownes
/ Today’s topic has been care-
fully chosen. I represent many, many
ears of searching and enquiry.
oday, I salute THE BROWNE FAMI-
LY of BARGAIN HOUSE. They were
i CK FAMI since
EMANCIPATION to tackle head on,

the problem of BLACK OWNERSHIP,
BE’ZECK PRIDE, BLCACK ENTRE-

R an i-
, . Born in Antigua, the
BROWNE FAMILY migrated to the
USA and returned to Antigua to blaze

across the social and economic hori- ;—’—

zon like an ominous mecleor.
Ominous because their example was
portentous of things to come. They
opened the eyes of Black People about
their rights. They told them about a
fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay.
They preached Black Pride and Black
Ownership. They motivated Antigua
to such an extent that when the RIOT
of 1918 erupted, the colonial authori-
ties conspired to liquidate ROBERT)
BROWNE, the young Patriarch of th
family. And, by the time that the
were crushed and made a quiet exit
from the shores of Antigua, they had
planted the bug of FREEDOM and
DEFIANCE coupled with Black self-
sufficiency. Antigua has never been
the same since the meteoric rise and
appearance of the BARCAIN HOUSE
BROWNES. They have been giants
and pioneers whose indelible mark
on our country has gone unnoticed
and unsung. THEY LED THE WAY.

A Peculiar African Heritage

The BROWNES boasted of an
African heritage and an African link
that in Antigua has been most pecu-
liar. Their mother M’AAM BROWNE
was a PIERRE from DARBYS, here in
Antigua. Her father was an African
from SENEGAL Africa. His name
was FARAH PIERRE. His arrival in

Continued on page 7
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Antigua was both acciden-
tal and coincidental. He
had been a sailor on a boat
that was sailing from
Senegal in Africa to New
Brunswick in Canada. The
boat stopped in Antigua in
order to take on a supply of
water. The boat was imme-
diately seized by the
Customs Authorities
because, on board, were
THREE BLACK MEN. The
Colonial Authorities “read
the Riot Act” to the Captain
and threatened to bring the
whole wrath of the law
upon his head, for, contrary
to a law passed in 1807 for-
bidding any boat to trans-
fer BLACKS across the
Atlantic, he had been found
to have, not ONE but
THREE black men aboard.

Farah Pierre

The Antiguan
7 authorities allowed the boat

to take on water and sup-

plies but detained the three

“African_men. [FARAH
ERRE who spoke

PIERRE who spoke No
English, but s oke French
uently told the Customs
author
O SLAVE, HAD NEV

wﬁ—m
the contrary,. a PROUD
BLACK MAN who was
“Working as a sailor aboard
e bost.~ Despite his

' %U‘l’b‘ﬂ“lal

protests, the

Government detained hi

Tr-r—,szr""——’ﬂl gua as a gggg
AN. Eight months later,

L

~———— Daily Observer Page 7.
in_a hurry, for Maria Their address was Hyman’s the Browne\i Broth
Browne bore him FIFTEEN Village. The white folks worked for the Lilly CeurS
CHILDREN. They were called the area STAPLE- Company. I think that this

*born in HYMAN'S VIL-
LAGE and all of the chil-
dren with the exception of
two - who remained here
and eventually died here -
migrated to the USA. %

CREIERA" S e

Hyman'’s Village

HYMAN'S VIL-

LAGE used to occupy the
area on the Cemetery Road,
that lies east of the LIONS
CLUB and the DEANERY.
St. Joseph’s Academy and
the Catholic Presbytery and
Stapleton Lane are all a part
of what wused to be
HYMAN'S VILLAGE.
However, the occupants of
Government House did not
or itha vil-

“feel-comfortable with a vil-
“tage filled with Black

“People that was Jocafed so

‘close 1o the front entrance
of the seat of Power in the
‘Colony. e posh residen-
“tiatarea at that time was
EAST STREET (now INDE-
PENDENCE DRIVE) and
the users of the NEW CLUB
who were the PLANTERS
and the other frequenters of
Government House
devised a plan to “THIN
OUT” the Black People
from being so close to the
seat of power. The settle-
ment south of the LIONS
DEN with its few small
houses was allowed to
remain. SOUR-SOP GAR-
DEN (Church Lane) with its
myriad little alleys radiat-
ing in all directions was
allowed to remain, but the
whol -
AGE was moved, lock,
arrel. The only

ous pot stock an
~—through which e
a assed. The

_\sfi:_ﬁjgzggm—bww'e’e'n the
rench and the British. The
year when Farah Pierre was
forcibly taken off the boat
was ;ﬁz}F. Emancipation
came in 1834
P’——TT?ET‘_@)_%_A_{&&AD
roduce a aughte
n)Tm‘ea MARIA Pllﬁ(ﬁ :

; e married a man name
an

] O

_between them, they found-
e t

;YNASTY. David Browne

_was a prolific man who was

exception was the HUR-
DLE FAMILY who owned

the plot on Cemetery Road

immediately East of the
Deanery Lands and East of
the traffic lights.

Stapleton Lane

As a boy, the Pigott
family, Dada Ivy with her
children, Audrey, Cecil,
Sylvie, Keith, Dulcie,
lge,xthleen and George, were
the only Black Family that
occupied what had been
HYMAN’'S VILLAGE.

TON LANE. Later on, the
sc;fregati()n policy which
did not permit Black People
to walk through Stapleton
Lane after dark and which
prevented Black funeral

rocessions from using
Stapleton Lane as part of
their route was to be chal-
lenged by HAROLD
TOBIAS WILSON popular-
ly known as STEAﬁ-KWAY
(as in the negro spiritual)
who was EDITOR of THE
MAGNET. THE MAGNET
had been financed by the
BARGAIN HOUSE
BROWNES. Wilson was a
close friend of the Brownes.

The Brownes In The U.S.

Young, energetic,
and Black oriented, the
Brownes began returning to
Antigua towards the end of
the first decade of the
Twentieth Century. By 1912
they had made their pres-
ence felt and certainly by
the outbreak of the First
World War, they were in
full business bloom.

While in New York,

company is now named the
Lilly Tulip Company. The
Company manufactured
Fapcr cups and party
avours and was listed on
the New York Stock
Exchange. Amon
Antiguans in New York, the
Brownes were well known.
They knew BERT
WILLIAMS one of the
greatest comedians of all
time and who paved the
way in show business for
Black Actors and
Performers. Bert Williams
was from SWETES VIL-
LAGE. They were staunch
Garveyites and their sister
LUCILLE BROWNE was
well known in Black
Society in New York. She
owned and operated THIR-
TEEN BUILDINGS in
Manhattan in the pre-
depression days. Her head-
uarters was at 153 W 126
(S‘t., opposite the State Office
Building in Harlem.
Incidentally, when Lucille
Browne eventually liquidat-
ed her holdings, she went
to Jamaica, Long Island, to
Continued on page 8.

9n /ouiny memory o/

and K aymom/jr.

Bo.u'ny a Hother is one o/ the o/eepe.r/ sorrows
a heart can bnow, but whal the heart has once
I owned and had, it shall never lose.

Our Beloved Hother and Grand-TMother
rs. Helen ]{enry o/ Nut Grove
Who @epar/ea/ this /i/e on yeéruary 2, 1996.

Ever lo be remembered 6y her Ghildren
.'/-%y/ﬁ': ~Ueronica, <5y/ue:/er, Glarence and. .Taymano{
and her Grand-Children, Ncole, Sean, \z'lzmy,
TMonigue, Keith, Quinn, Syloester Jr, TReegan

Tlay her soul continue lo rest in peace.
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My encounter with
the physical legacy of the
Bargain House Brownes was
made in a most peculiar
way. As a boy, my mother
used to take me to a doctor
named Dr. O’'marney. She
also used to take us to a
Doctor named Dr.
McDonald, a white haired,
white man, who used to
have his office on the east
side of Friendly Alley on the
top floor of the narrow two-
storied building that can be
found on the premises of
BENJIES building, but neat-
ly nestled between the fanci-
t)l:\lly painted building that
houses the Ministry of Legal
Affairs and Benjies head-
quarters.

Lead Lotion

Those were not the
days of pills and tablets and
fanciful-looking capsules
with long, complicated
tongue-twisting names.
There was a DISPENSER
(today we call these people
pharmacists) on the premis-
es who stood behind a
counter that formed the
front of a shelf-lined room
that was jam-packed with a

wide assortment of multi-
coloured liquid filled bot-
tles. In those days, patients
went to a doctor armed with
a clean bottle. The supposed
cure for swellings, bruises,
cuts and sprains was a mira-
cle liquid called “LEAD-
LOTION".

Gall Wash

All other ailments
seemed, to my mind, to have
been addressed by the
drinking of peppermint-
flavoured cloudy-looking
liquid. The colour of the lig-
uid, however, tended to
vary with the ailment, and it
was always the same pep-
permint flavoured liquid. In
those days, parents had to
be able to differentiate
between a tea-spoon, a
desert spoon and a table
spoon. The directions were
written or printed on a label
that was stuck to the bottle -
for example; one table-
spoon twice daily. Colds,
fevers, bellyaches, cramps,
heartburn were all supposed
to fall prey to the onslaught
of what my mother mock-
ingly referred to as GALL-
WASH.

Selvyn Walter

“Not A Drum Was Heard”

Part One Hundred and One
On The Paradox Of A Lifetime Of Service, Old Age, And Eventual Death.

A Legacy From The
Brownes

One day while we
were waiting for Dr.
McDonald to arrive, I had
quietly wandered away and
gone down the steps that led
lo a huge cellar with several
elaborate arches. Through
one of these arches could be
seen a well-paved ornamen-
tal courtyard. The brick-
work was superb. Instead
of giving me a thorough
spanking my mother
explained that the elaborate
building with all its arches
and beautiful courtyard was
a legacy of the Bargain
House Brownes. She
showed me the cellars and
explained that there were
underground cisterns and
secret doorways through
which 1 could roam and be
lost. When I was almost ten
%l_e_zgs old, she took me back
o Bargain House and as we

on the steps she

sat
explained the phenomenon
of the Browne Family and
their terrific impact on the
commercial and political life

of Antigua. &% <%

Dr. Edwards, (who
sold the building to the
Brownes) it seemed, used to
raise his own crabs. He kept
them in an unpaved cellar
where they bred and they
were fed in another cellar
that was paved with cut
stones. The Brownes did
not continue the tradition of
raising land crabs at Bargain
House, but furnished the liv-
ing quarters in sumptuous
splendour.

Cyril played the
SITAR. Claude played the
PIANO, immy

layed the TUBA and the
Eamil always sang together
and worshipped together.
They owned a huge gramo-
hone and had a wide
assortment of records
(including recordings of the
famous Antiguan, BERT
WILLIAMS). 34 % = #,

The Torch Of Dignity &
Self Respect

This love of musiq
Wwas to manifest itself and be

of benefit to Antigua and the
musical world for ROBERT
BROWNE, in 1916
Continued on page 8.
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\tahe lodges covers the years from pre-
Y20 to the early years of the 1940’s.
For jazz musicians and big Brass Bands
it was a golden era. Robert Browne
and family had helped To plant the
seed of musical appreciation. This sud-
den interest in music, in education and
in human rights had come alive
because of the Brownes. # % % #

Ulotrichian Lodge,
Ten Thousand Strong

Ronmneciisstn] Ol GFth e
Ulotrichian__Lodge became . an
overnight success within six months, in.
spite of the small population of
Antigua, TEN THOUSAND PEOPLE
joined the Todge. Some ¢ were
)Ulﬁﬁl‘fﬁié‘ﬁ’s—éﬁﬂ Oddfellows at the
same time. Ostensibly, the Lo as
a society formed for the matual benefit
of its members. It became a welfare

society. It was a Burial Society. It was_
“a cultural organization that sponsored
~concerts, musical recitals, pfays_and
dances”*As staunch Garveyites, the

% “Brownes quietly spread the message?
Blac elf-Sufficiency, Black
Ownership and Black Pride. % < > —%

Renaissance Of Black Awareness

In the Bargain House Lodge,
ordinary men and women who would

not normally have been exposed to the
E}{ocedure oﬁﬁﬁauc@{; meefings and
of speaking in public, learnt to speak
prdperl)i‘ and to address public meet-

i here was a resu%en_ce“of

Ings. €
knbwledge of Black heroes. Lhe role of

the Egyptians in world history, the
story of the Lin rdoms_of Africa, the
role that Black People played in the
early vears of the lll)lln;lll()n of the
United States and during the Civil War
was emphasised. Marcus Garvey
became a herp. FErederick Douglas
{,)ccnmc a hero. Booker T. Washington
yecame a hero. The Ulotrichians intro-

duced a RENAISSANCE of Black con-
sciousness and pride. # o 2 =

Marcus Garvey’s Visit

When Marcus Garvey first vis-
ited Antigua, the Colonial authorities
refused to allow him o land. Dressed
in plumes and his ceremonial uniform,
the BLACK MESSIAH descended on
Antigua. Thousands of Antiguans
were ready to see and hear the great
Marcus Garvey:®¥The Bargain House
Brownes had beeninstrumental in get-
ting Marcus Garvey here. Harold
Tobias Wilson, a member of the
Ulotrichian Society, was to appear on
the Balcony of the John I. Martin build-
ing with Marcus Garvey. The Balcony
of the same building on Church Street
that now houses the Customs
Department was a part of Wilson’s
home. HAROLD TOBIAS WILSON, a
Barbadian, a printer and political
activist, pamphleteer and newspaper
editor, had come into his own. The
People referred to Harold Wilson as
STEAL-AWAY”.

Steal-Away Wilson

This pet name was not
bestowed on him by accident. It arose

out of the lamentation of Black people
under the yoke of Colonialism and
under the yoke of segregation and
slavery in the United States. When
Robert Browne would say - “brothers
and sisters, brother Harold Tobias
Wilson will lead us in song” - Harold
Wilson, in his deep voice, would begin
the Negro Spiritual “STEAL AWAY,
STEAL AWAY HOME TO JESUS”.
And as his voice began growing louder
and louder, the brothers and sisters of
the Ulotrichian Society would sing the
various parts until it filled Bargain
House, sending shivers down the
spines of listeners who would congre-
gate outside.

This was Harold Wilson’s
theme song. In the oppression of
Colonialism, “Steal Away” became the
paean of escapism from the harsh reali-
ties of Colonial Life. At the Antigua
Sugar Factory, grown men with large
families had to drop their pants and
acquiesce to being flogged; if for some

“Continued on page 12.

Hene wonds cannot adeguately exfress
o graritude

Wellecam Jobin Abbott
Extends heantfelt thankas to all those
wlio commisenarted with wa
Be i by Cand, Flowens, Thoughits,
Pragens an Presence
Like own loved one, these will be
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CEDAR VALLEY SPRINGS
Antigua’s premier new
residential development.
Situated immediately to the
east of Cedar Valley Golf
Course, a variety of homes
on this spectacular 18 acre

site bordering the 10™
fairway are now...
FOR SALE
Sales office open daily from
9.00am until 6.00pm
incl. Saturday & Sunday
Visit us this weekend!
Tel: 480 5980

VACANCY
ENTERTAINMENT & ACTIVITIES
ATTENDANT

Club Antigua is looking for outgoing,
people-oriented individuals with the qual-
ifications listed below to fill the position
of Entertainment & Activities Attendant

UALIFICATIONS

*  Minimum 3 years experience in the
Performing Arts

*  Willing to work flexible hours (days
and evenings)

*  Proficient in problem-solving

*  Ability to perform as an effective
member of the team

Please submit letter of application and
current C.V. (resume) to:

Human Resources & Training Manager
Club Antigua/Jolly Harbour Resort
P.O. Box 744

St. John's

Antigua

For Sale

One 1990 Toyota Starlet
Colour: White
Transmission: Automatic
Registration No.: PA 150

For further information please contact:
The Loans & Advances Department
at Antigua Commercial Bank.
Telephone Nos.:
462-1217/8/9 or 462-2085.

The Most Exciting
Business Opportunity
Today

Digital Satellite TV
Small Dish Technology

Buy Direct

Dealer inquiries only Centennial Miami Fl.
Ask for Ann

305-634-8800
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Viewpoint By

“Not A Drum Was Heard”

Part One Hundred and Two
On The Paradox Of A Llfetrme Of Servrce, Old Age, And Eventual Death i

-+ In this, my final chapter on the
Bargaln House [lrownca, write with a '

certain degree of emotion n and hurmllty,
for as a_young nafion we are in n need af
eroes. Qur. J;rar own heroes. Men and
women who had the courage to face the
vicissitudes and misfortunes of life by
chjlen_g_ng fate and by attempting to
ch"T'a ncwicourse e for themselves an
for the people the re resented
s Without he argain rownes,
" there could not have been a Harold
Wilson, a Pookie Davis, a Luther

,Geor%e, a Reiinald St. Clair Stevens and
V. C. Bird. THEY LED THE WAY. X T
The Black Antiguan Role

Model i T TR

rofound impact of th is

famll éeen_.f.elt.l e lives of
promlnent Antlguans, who have gone
toﬂe United. States ‘and, become
role models. Role models, in

il at th preached thrift and the di drgmt
of the Black Man: They_ were_pm_ud

* men whose goal was to establish them-:
selves first'as Up
secondly, as the acqurrers s and_owners

of real estate that would give them.a

_platform from which to posture and
shouf to the world - I AM BLACK ol
AM AN ANTIGUAN. Ariy

" One of the leaders amon these
men was a_woman named LUCILLE
BROWNE. A giant who stood tall
among the Anfiguan émigrés in New

It S the fastest way to eam FREE tmvel
] NOW |

Ii Et Black Men; and,"

)9 .
_ Daily Observer J 7 Ragaia

ge 7,

it bl
i York Harlem was the area to whrch
‘they had gravifated and their_goal was
{6 "make FOOd They saw opportunity
‘and took lady luck by the hand.  Hand
. in_hand, the grou
ad migrated to
Bf the century, and in the flrst twenty
' five years of this said century, gcnes
4 ated and achleved )k X X

of Antiguans who

Antlgua Progressrve Society
718
b They stuck together They
formed’ Er(Lgs for economic collabora-
tion,. T| ecame a close knit unit.
They formed the Antigua Mutual Aid
! Society which was succeeded bv the
.Antx_gua Progressive Society.  The
§ A“Tigua‘Mﬁtual"Kld-S—xet-had been
instrumental'in making its members
~ owners of thetrown homes. The society
had aband led by DeWitt Martin son of -
Jacob Martin founder of the Famous J.
“Martin’s Band. * Deputy-leader of the
“Band was a relative'Jacob Martin. ‘ The
. Ulotrichian Society was patterned after
the Antigua Mutual 'Aid Society. They
rospered. ‘They regard
rothers and'sisters in a strange_land
And whereas blacks who were native
_to New York had not been aware of the
opportunities that-lay around them, if
conly because 'they:were familiar with
:their. environment, 'and - taking’it “for
!granted”, had developed a sort of non-

chalant famllrarrty, the Antiguans
grasped at every straw’ anEl every

Ao e £30

BWIA Passengers can eam

Miami or New York between

ew York, at the turn

‘New.York did not.seem motivatedito:
~.own their own _property. This group of -
. Antiguans were different. ' They helped

eras
‘among tfiem. "She was regarded'as+a

DOUBLE MILES ‘on travel to

Selvyn’ Walter

! n L9
hh

3 ,lL' 4
.

% Ji 1 3Ls:
g_portun,l_ty They set out to establlsh
themselves by owning theirfown:
homes. Their goal was to put their off-

sprmg in a position where they owned a
piece of New York that they’could call

their very own. Thez were a dlfferent

breed.
er———a s i iy L
A Different Breed Ta Y A l

- The average / Amerrcan black in

one another, co-operated:with one'
ano ther and when the map of Harlem‘

“‘Was drawn, this group of black peoj
from Antigua owned a most'egg_ry
bulldmg on 135th and 136th' Streets in_

'Harlem between Lennox Avenue-and
&:e&n/thA\Lenye ‘They-had’drive’: and

courage. : They were regarded as entr
reneurs.: %ntr ua Had come: tto
fira ——— -

e Lucrlle Browne
- f' oY el
Lumlle Browne was'a leader

whiz kid in the area of real estate activi-

.ties. She became a role model. “She was
‘a mentor to Isaac Hawkms, “Bullah” i ;
sDavis, it pat b
‘Joshua Aska, and. Iohn'I Martin. ‘She
* taught them 'the. real-estate_bg:@ﬁﬁs.g Vi
Men Tike Briggs losep (uncle of Clarvis t f‘

Continued on page.8.714\ -,h i

it Clement’ Srlston, P

B

wri{ u.'-w_:al TP
Qe

o _;"‘" ;

‘f
*;

BWIA
').('
INTERNATIONAL AIRWAYS
We are the Canbbean ""

February 3rd to March 23rd, 1997.

(Travel must originate in the Caribbean)

So, if you are not a member of
BWIA'’s frequent flyer program,
just call us at BWIA and enroll Today!

Call BWIA for this super value or consult your Travel Agent DOUBLE those miles today! : 5




o

£S5 oo

8.

Page

From ngc i

losop{\ Nwlio quietly wielded an enor
mous amount of power in Harlem con-
sulted her and were close to her. “Mail
Boat” who could introduce you to any
of the powor—hmkcrs in Harlem, under-
stood the clout that Lucille Brown car-
ried. She was the matriarch. That
breed of Antiguans who made Harlem
their bailiwic%\ uietly permeated the
society and established their spheres of
influence. Thus, when Briggs ]oseYh
died in New York, it was one of the
‘biggest funerals that had been seen in
Harlem for a long time. Politicians,
businessmen, Jews, Puerto Ricans,
blacks and whites turned out in huge
numbers. This was the Antiguan con-
nection.

Protégés of Lucille Browne

Those who graduated from
under tfie tutelage of Lucille Brown,
became rich and _well-known
\ntiguans. ‘Clement : Silston,
along wi

—

with his sister and his brother
Alva Silston, established THE SILSTON
LIBRARY here in Antigua. And, before
the headquarters was built on Redcliffe
Street, on a site donated by Isaac and
Ethel Hawkins, the Silston {ibrary was
housed in the headquarters of the
Antigua Trades & Labour Union at 46
North Street. Hawkins returned to
Antigua and became well-known for his
wealth and real estate holdings. “Josh”
Aska, who returned to Antigua to retire
and who died in the latter part of
December (a few weeks ago) was a
wealthy philanthropist. And, John L.
Martin, the wealthiest and the greatest
of Black Antiguan entrepreneurs, came
back to Antigua and bestrode the nar-
row world of Antiguan real estate activ-
ities, like a colossus. Silston and Davis
died in New York as wealthy men.

! J; ;’ The Antiguan Dream

All of these men had a dream -
the advancement of the black man, and
the concept of the black man as takin

his i ul place in running the aftfairs
of Antigua and Barbuda.
dream that they all shared with V. C.

t was a

February 15, 1997
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Bird and they all died having implicit

trust and confidence in his commitment
to Antigua. Lucille Brown, their men-

tor, was an excellent role model. A %

] Bargain House Brownes Return

N (] ai

4% The return of the Bargain
House Bfwnes to Antigua was a his-
!onc occasion for it marked the begin-

ning of a black Renaissance. Robert

Browne, who had been thoroughly

indoctrinated by his sister, had returned
To Antigua on fire with the ideas of
Black Self Help and Black Co-operation,
that had been continuously demonstrat-
ed by the group o tiguans who did
the unheard of thing of buying up prop-
erty in Harlem - in the days when
Harlem was Harlem. The aays when it

was fashionable to go to Harlem for the

to smoulder and come alive. A sleeping
giant was awakened, and mass con-
sciousness of right and wrong in terms
of the social contract, that had been
deemed to have existed between the
oppressor and the oppressed, the rulers
and the ruled, between massa and the
proletariat, reared its rebellious head.

An Unforgivable Act /
&

The Colonial rulers of Antigua

never forgave the Bargain House
rownes for the cataclysmic events of
TQTB-E_VrFmT;;WhIIEh had caused the
[anter class sleepless nights coupled
KILL fearagﬂ_tgen{ﬁlfﬁgg The ngcid
Hocile world of Antigua seemed to have
been furned upside down. The poor
whites, and the rabid apologists for
Colonialism, blamed the “restless spirit

sheer cultural experience and the

of the Negro who had gradually

unique excitement of visiting the place.
Behind Robert Browne and his.
young Brothers who returned to
Antigua fto establish the House of
Browne, were the brothers who had
remained in New York. They bought
e merchandise in bulk, arranged

warehousing and Sh%)’PEd to Antigua
goods and 1flems that had hitherto been
unseen or unheard of in this country X

The Creation Of A New Philosophy

As business increased, the
Brownes prospered. Yet along with the
rosperity they created, nurtured and
ostered ideas of equality and self deter-
‘mination. These were ideas of Black

bécome contemptuous through famil-
i‘ﬁﬁfﬁa’mf@_ﬁ%o‘@ib‘é@ Tapproach to
e science of government.
Fmancipation had given them an inch,
"and they had presumed to take and
ELL’”. The mdte informéd and percep-
tive members of society attributed the
“mlais to the presence of new and [or
eign 1deas that had contaminated the
thoughts of the Negro and created a
Rostile spirit within him. “™

A Threat To Colonialism °

The powers that be, never foy
gave the,Bid_V\LNES. From thence their
downfall was plotted r he

Co-o0 eratio.ﬁ'a.nd Black Ownership.
They helped pe(ﬁfe to ow :
own property. And, having created the
iaowerfui an}c,i awesome ULOTRICHI-
AN SOCIETY, they reached deep into
the country-side and touched the ever
responsive chord of Black Dignity that
had Tain dormant in breasfs that ha
been indoctrinated and made inactive

and_unresponsive by the yoke of
Colonialism. % & X X

The Spell Of Ulotrichianism7. ./
Under the spell cast by the
Ulotrichians, the concept of Black
Dignity and Black Co-Operation began

colonial police quietly d their
steps waiting fog_t_hﬂnfto_gip. It was
argued that the Brownes were possibly

in the process of jeopardising their hard
won wealth. ¢ new ideas of the

Bolsheviks who had overturned Russia

were not blamed for the new attitudes
of the blacks. in House
Brownes pursued a life style that was

contrar t@ihe_DLW%@wnm-
ing in Russia. It could not have been
Bolshevism. It was the philosophy,
they said, of that Jamaican Rabble-
Rouser who wanted to turn the Empire
on its head. T_lﬁ__?ﬂ'gp_m_ﬁﬁuse
Brownes lived in luxury. They
Continued on page 9.
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